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Captain Richmond has a real gander, s ender among fabled ganders. 

: f obt0llied 8 for the Captain's gander, loaned him an incubator and 

instructed him in its use. 
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; Yesterday he phoned me to discuss the preparations he should make* for the 1 
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hatehinpj, due in five days, the last stages of the incubation, ad a great mysterjj. - 
About twj> weeks ago, two stray dogs intruded on the Captain’s property, which is 
rather ^tensive for the suburgs. The geese are in a field originally fenced to hold 
: 'y) P mach terger territory than required for a pair of geese. Tne gander 

was either attacked or set upon the dogs, the Captain doesn't knowwhlph. He does 
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know thjat the dogs broke off the engagements and the gander was still J%1yb. He was 

also so] badly torn up for a Aide the Captain thought he die from his injuries. 
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At the mpment, he seems well on the way to recovery and. is navi^tin| upder his own 
power. Xfrge parts of his anatomy may be without skin or feathers, bul tte wounds 
Sjre hea p-M the gander is just' as proud and diligent in protecting his mate. 

; ?e hBS less diligent, or at least less suecessul, in protecting the 

' j ’ : 

nest. Cay before yesterday, theXaptain found a nest sksxfess his wife had stolen 
but in a bed of wild flowers. There were four eggs in it / Yesterday when he went 
to check the nest. Captain Richmond found it carefully and neatly covered with 
the same dead grass he had seen the day before, but there wasn’t a single egg 
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in it. Hor was there are. sign of a broken es 



IS or, a piece of shell. 



mm could the eggs have disapp&ared'^ithout a trace? The only 



pos sibility 



is varmints. Ircaa our own experience, the 



re are two kinds of vs mints * four legged 



and two varieties of tiro-legged. Of the former, the most 



cornu on are dogs,* which 



can , sad do take the eggs in their mouths and 



carry them off. Biit it is asking too 



much to believe a dogs could do this four tines without breaking 



a single egg. And 



hat^would impel a dog to replace the grass covering on the nest? Rat also seek 



eggs. 



C8D ro1 / even ***& ®> ose e §gs fbr great distances. But the Captain 1 



reported no ret de^s, and the holes of entrance and exit 



are usually visible 



why should the do^, had they been Ifce robbers, replace the litter. 



- Am0flg / two-legged varmints, crows are notorious egg stealers. 5 
cannot, however, /manage a large goose egg. Duck eggs are much laige* than 



They. 
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eggs. I have kno^n crows to take hold of duck 



Sggs and negin to carry them Off.;' 5 



Parhaps there been eases .ben the entire operation »a s successlul. But from 



what 1; have seen, even the duck egg defies transport to the 



crowds best. Most often 



the ^gg breaks near the robber nest. It .rarely gets far 



away before the crow: 



loses it. 



The other two-legged varmint, homo sapiens, seems the most /likely suspect. 



He is the one with enou^i guile to replace the litter to mai 



ma.ce the nest seem un- 



distumed and he can safely make off with the eggs without breaking them. 
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Captain - Richmond says he has no real close .enighbors and he is unwilling 



to believe any of those living nesr him are capable of such thievery. He may. 



indeed, be right.. The Captain also points out that the nest 



was so well.; hidden he 



discovered it only by hceident. that he hasn’t stopped to consider, thohgh, is that 



anyone seeing a pair of geese presumes there ere eggs, and wtaehing the I goose 



locates the nest. 




